Here are some interesting notes and trivia about the inaugral MTV broadcast, as
well as this remastered version.

=== Blatant screw-ups during the broadcast:

(00;30;25;28) About 15 seconds of "Take it on the Run" play and then the video
goes blank and there is a tone.  Engineers quickly started playing a
prerecorded bumper to compensate.

(01;36;49;28) Fades to Robert Palmer's "Looking for clues", then fades back to
the VJ by mistake, then fades back to the video.

(01;47;41;03) Rod Stewart can be heard, but the video is completely blank.
Engineers stop the video after 10 seconds and go to the next one.

(02;01;37;01) Pat Benatar's "I'm gonna follow you" starts nearly 15 seconds
into the video.

=== Blatant screw-ups in this reconstruction:

At 02;51;50;15, the tape I had access to was damaged and there is a dropout and
picture corruption that lasts about five seconds.

The right audio track on the tape I had access to was either damaged in storage
or improperly recorded.  As a result, the left audio track constitutes the
majority audio presence.  This is not normally a problem as all of the studio
and commercial audio was mono in nature, and roughly half of all music videos
on that broadcast day were mono as well.  The only time this is a real problem
is during some of the MTV reports, where you can't make out what someone is
saying because the majority of their audio was in the right channel.  To try to
compensate for this, I've included an additional audio track where the music
for the videos came from stereo sources, perfectly synced to the video.

The only footage I did not have access to is a complete version of Rupert
Hine's "Surface Tension" video.  What I have is there, and then for the missing
piece I had to use a VH1 Classics rebroadcast that someone had uploaded to the
web.  This section is clearly introduced as not original footage, and there is
a VH1C logo and timecode overlaid on it, so there is no mistaking it as
original.

The first 48 minutes of footage is from a 3rd-generation copy; after that it is
all 2nd generation taken from a umatic casette.  This is why the video quality
is sub-optimal for the first 48 minutes, and then gets better (in the middle of
the Split Enz video, right where we leave the two "thugs").

The enhanced stereo track was the result of a reasonable effort -- if stereo
sources were easily obtainable, they went on the track.  If they were very
difficult and/or costly to obtain (such as ordering a $40 rare promo LP from
another country and then trying to find someone local with a record player), I
did not go through the effort.  As a result, the following videos do not have
enhanced stereo audio:

- PH.D. "Little Susie's On The Up"

- The Cars "Double Life" (the performance in the video is unique to the video
  and does not match their album session)

- Blotto "I Wanna Be A Lifeguard"

- The Pretenders "Talk of the Town" (The performance in the video does not
  match any of their full-length albums, most discernable in Chrissy's last
  "you've changed" lyric at the end of the song.  It is very likely that the
  only performance that exactly matches the video is from their Extended Play
  EP, which I do not own and could not easily find.)

- All videos that were taken from live concert footage

=== Video changes compared to their album sessions:

Both The Who videos have audio that is roughly 4% slower than the master studio
session.  This is because they were edited to "25fps film" PAL video standards,
and the conversion to NTSC was done by simply slowing down the film to 24fps.
"You Better You Bet" was also trimmed by 40% to get it closer to a 3 minute
running time (the original song is 5+ minutes).

The Styx "Rockin' The Paradise" video actually spans the first two tracks of
their album Paradise Theater.

Phil Collins' "In The Air Tonight" has some stanzas chopped out to make a
shorter video.

Gerry Rafferty's "Baker Street" was chopped up all over the place.  I like this
song, so I chopped up the studio session to match it (even the really obvious
cut at 01;57;57;23 present in the original video).

Robert Palmer's "Looking for Clues" has a nearly minute-long chunk taken out of
the middle of the song to get the video length down to a reasonable running
time.

The Silencer's "Remote Control" and "Illegal" were edited down *significantly*
in order to cram two different songs into a single video.  They also mixed in
crowd noise over the edited studio session track.  The enhanced stereo audio
track does not contain this fake crowd noise.  At one point, the edit turns a
4-beat measure into a 3-beat measure.  I was not happy editing the stereo track
to this thing, but I did it because I came across the original fairly easily,
and also because I find The Silencers an interesting footnote in New Wave
history.

Lee Ritenour's "Is It You" has a few stanzas cut out to trim it down by about
30 seconds, plus another 30 seconds off of the end.

Blondie's "Rapture" has two chunks taken out of the studio session in order for
the video to be under 5 minutes in length.

Rainbow's "Can't Happen Here" has a stanza taken out of it.  Also, the last
two minutes of the song aren't played, opting for a fade out instead.

=== Fads:

Blinking red-eye glasses can be seen in the beginning of both Pretenders'
"Message of Love" and Blondie's "Rapture" (and at the end of Rapture, when
they're all wearing them).

Small closed sets with stark black, white, or black'n'white backgrounds were a
theme of many early videos.  Examples of this can be found in the following
videos:

Rod Stewart - She Won't Dance With Me and Passion
Cliff Richard - We Don't Talk Anymore
Lee Ritenour - Mr. Briefcase
Robert Palmer - Looking for Clues
Pretenders - Talk of the town
The Buggles - Video Killed the Radio Star (portions)

=== Artists with more than one video, descending by frequency:

Rod Stewart 	5
REO Speedwagon 	4
Pretenders 	3
Iron Maiden 	2
Styx 	        2
Split Enz 	2
The Who 	2
Lee Ritenour 	2
Cliff Richard 	2
Pat Benatar 	2

There is entirely way too much Rod Stewart and REO Speedwagon packed into a
4-hour period than any human should have to bear.  Coincidentally, both major
video screwups (where the video never completed) are both a Rod Stewart and REO
Speedwagon video...

=== Miscellanous Miscellanous:

There is 3h13m of music videos and 39m of VJ/commercial/promo footage.

Two of the Rod Stewart videos ("She Won't Dance With Me" and "Passion") were
videotaped on the same set, with only minor changes to set decoration (the dots
change color) and wardrobe between takes.

Both The Who videos were filmed on the same set on the same day.  

Split Enz never really broke into the USA so most people probably haven't heard
those tunes, but Neil Finn and Paul Hester went on to form Crowded House,
famous in the USA for the song "Don't Dream It's Over".

There is a Wikipedia page that lists all of the videos for the entire first
day, going well beyond what this footage provides:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_music_videos_aired_on_MTV

The umatic cassettes used to gather this footage were statically stored for so
long that some print-through occured.  If you listen very carefully in quiet VJ
sections, you can hear the audio start, faintly, before the video portion
starts, then everything starts for real.  For more on why this happens, visit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Print-through

Despite the live crowd footage at the beginning, middle, and end of Styx's
"Best of Times" video, the actual soundtrack of the video is NOT from a live
concert but is matched to the studio session. 

Special thanks to the now defunct blog http://digivinyltal.blogspot.com/ for
The Silencers samples.  I don't understand why people close down blogs; it
doesn't cost them anything to keep them running...

Regarding Fleetwood Mac's "Tusk": wikipedia states that "The single was
recorded live together with the supporting video at Dodger Stadium in Los
Angeles in collaboration with the University of Southern California Trojan
Marching Band. The performance was also filmed for the song's music video."
However, looking at the video, it is clear that the final marching performance
is to a completely different tempo than Tusk is in.  This suggests that the
marching band is playing/marching to a completely different song, and not Tusk.

The very first shot of "Stop Dragging My Heart Around" is full 30i video, then
the rest of the video is 24p film.  Go figure.
